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Various index number techniques based on unit values
(footnote 1) have commonly been used to estimate price
and quality shifts (e.g. Aw and Roberts, 1986, 1988;
Faini and Heimler, 1991 a, b) . As the problems
traditionally are dealt with at the level of aggregate
unit values, the question of the possibility to utilize
similar techniques for more detailed assessments - at the
individual unit value level - arises. It may also be that
in the process of aggregation, valuable information is
lost, or at least the available . information is not
utilized fully. For example in the analysis of Aw &
Roberts (1986) concerning the impact of trade
restrictions on the composition of US footwear imports,
the methodology and treatment of data stop after
demonstrating the relatively large country and product
effects, and the impact quotas have had on the
composition of imports. An important question, however,
remained unanswered: which product groups, and which
supplying countries, are responsible for the observed
shifts?
The aim of this paper is to examine the possibility of
utilizing the index number techniques to find out facts
behind the unit value index dynamics, and particularly to
be able to evaluate the role of various contributing
groups to the aggregate unit value (e.g. countries,
product groups, trade blocks).
Furthermore, based on the initial assessment, we want to
critically discuss some of the features of the bilateral
index number technique, and its applicability as a base
for multilateral index numbers.2. Index numbers as a proxy of quality and price
measurement: a critical assesment
The bilateral index number technique is used by Aw and
Roberts (1986) to study changes in aggregate unit values
between two points in time, e.g. in particular to detect
shifts in the import composition. The basic underlying
idea is to decompose the change into unit value indexes
representing changes in
(i) quality-adjusted prices (Tornqvist index)
(ii) the product mix, and the
(iii) structure of supplying countries.
The bilateral index comparisons, however, lack
transitivity across supplying countries as well as over
longer periods of time. The lack of transitivity results
because the bilateral comparison between any two
observations uses information about only those two
observations. For consistent cross-country comparisons of
import prices and quality at the same or different points
in time Aw and Roberts (1988) propose multilateral
translog price index techniques, e.g. a multilateral
index allows comparison of unit value (UV) changes over
countries and years. The multilateral comparisons,
however, can not be used to decompose the changes into
its components, and they therefore serve for different
purposes than the bilateral indexes.
2.1. Bilateral index number technique
The growth in an aggregate unit-value index of a group of
products and countries is measured by Aw and Roberts
(1986) in the following way:(2.1.1.a)
when







, G products or categories
, C supplying countries
V (t) = is the value of imports of product g from
country c in year t
Q_^(t) = is the corresponding quantity of imports of
yt_
product g from country c in year t
8 = operator to sign the difference in natural logs.
Another index, called the Tornqvist index, has been used
to study the effects of quality changes within imports on
the aggregate unit values. For a group of products and
supplying countries the Tornqvist index is defined as the
value-share weighted sum of the growth of the individual
import product prices:
































The growth in import prices, due to the recomposition of
imports among products and countries, is measured as the
difference between the growth in the unit-value index and
the Tornqvist index:(2.1.3) a q(t) = 6 P(t) - 6 P*(t)
The unit-value index will grow faster than the Tornqvist
price index when there is a shift towards relatively more
expensive products and supplying countries. 6 q(t), which
is positive in this case, is a measure of quality change
due to the recomposition of the import bundle or,
equivalently, the bias in the unit-value index, which
results from the fact that all products and supplying
countries are treated as identical.
The disaggregation of quality change into its separate
sources involves defining partial indexes of import
prices, which are Tornqvist indexes defined over a subset
of the import characteristics, in this case either
country or product.
The Tornqvist partial price index for characteristic i is
defined as the share-weighted growth in unit-value
indexes defined over each category of characteristic i:
where (2.1.4.a) 6 P i(t) - ^ S^t) d Pi(t)
V- • (t) "=- V- • (t-1)
1 D D
[
2 2TS v^ct) 22 v^Ct-




6 Pi(t) = in ( ) - In (— )
S Qij(t) ^ Qij(t-l)
where i, j = g, cThe two partial price indexes can be used to define two
main quality effects as
(2.1.5) <3 qi(t) = d P(t) - a P*i(t)
where i = g, c
The quality index 6 q
c(t) measures the effect of a
changing mix of countries treating all varieties as
homogeneous. If 5 q
c(t) is positive it indicates that the
import bundle has shifted towards supplying countries
charging higher export prices. Similarly, a positive
6 q
g(t) indicates the import bundle is increasingly
composed of product groups bearing higher prices.
In addition, the substitution may be occurring towards
both more expensive products and countries. In this case
the term (6 q
c(t) + d q9(t)) will overestimate the total
quality change. An interaction term can be defined as the





(<3P(t) - <5P*(t)) - (<5P(t) - 6P*c(t)) - (<5P(t) - <5P*g(t))
= d q(t) - 6 q
c(t) - 5 q^(t)
Solving (2.1.6) for the total change in quality,
substituting into (2.1.3), and solving for the growth in
the unit-value index gives:(2.1.7)
d P(t) = 6 P*(t) + 5 q
c(t) + 6 q
g(t) + 5 q
cg(t)
Equation (2.1.7) shows that the growth in the aggregate
unit-value index for a group of countries and products
can be divided into a growth in quality-adjusted prices
plus the sum of three quality terms:
(i) country mix-term,
(ii) product mix-term, and
(iii) interaction term.
2.2. Basic assumptions of the techniques
Bilateral and multilateral index number calculations
based on unit values rely on three main assumptions:
(i) homogeneity of the commodity groups used;
(ii) degree of price dispersion;
(iii) positive correlation between price and quality.
The calculations presented in Aw and Roberts (1986, 1988)
are based on the assumption that the products considered
compete on the same market. Using import unit values as
approximation of the prices of traded goods depends
foremost on the aggregation level of the commodity group.
"In general, the accuracy of unit-value indexes as
measures of import or export price diminishes as the
level of aggregation increases" (Aw and Roberts, 1988, p.
259), e.g. if the commodity groups are not narrowly and
accurately specified, their UV can change even though all
prices are constant, because of a shift from one quality
or type of item to another.
Measurement approaches based on unit values indirectly
assume that the sole and most important differentiation
criterion of products is by country of origin, sometimesreferred to as the "Armington assumption". While the
country of origin may be a differentiating
characteristic, in reality products - especially consumer
goods - are multidimensionally differentiated.
Differences in style, in design, or in the need for
market-specific sale forces strongly codetermine
differentiation.
The extent to which product substitution can affect the
average price of imports depends on the range of prices
within the commodity group. If the product prices lie in
a narrow range, then substitution among products will
have little effect on unit-value indexes (Aw and Roberts,
1986). As the dispersion increases, the effect of
substitution on unit-value indexes should become more
noticeable. Changes in the aggregate unit values (@ UVs)
are taken as a measure of quality change. The basic
assumption made by Aw and Roberts (1986) is that quality
is positively correlated with price, e.g. an increase in
price is interpreted as an increase in quality. As noted
by Molle (1991, p. 80) "... prices of imports do not
differ only due to differences in quality of the goods;
they may differ also due to differential responses to
exchange rate movements, trade restrictions, quota
premia, income distribution patterns, tastes, and market
structures."
2.3. Identifying the sources of unit value index
dynamics
To identify the sources of the shifts to a particular
country and/or a product group, and to quantify them, the
analysis needs further refinement. The procedure of Aw
and Roberts (1986), described above, yields as an
intermediate step the breakdown of the relative
contribution of each country or product category to the
overall price change. In principle, it should be possible
to use these for estimating the sources of price change.10
They are, however, inaccurate because the equation
(2.1.4.b) does not detect the change in the market share
from one year to the next; instead, it uses the mean of
the two years under consideration (t and t-1).
A change in market share is just as important as a change
in price as an explanatory factor for changes in unit
values. For example, if the UVs of all products from all
countries would remain constant, an increase in the
market share (MS) of a country with higher than the
average UV, at the expense of a country with a smaller
UV, would increase the aggregate UV. This change would
not be detected by the procedure of Aw & Roberts (1986)
as a country effect, but would be hidden either in the
product effect or in the interaction term. Similarly, if
the UV of a subgroup is smaller than the aggregate UV, an
increase in the MS means that the impact of the group is
to decrease the aggregate UV. The changes in MS and UV
for one country may also cancel out each other, so that
no change in impact on the aggregate UV is evident, even
when clear changes in the UVs and MSs have actually taken
place.
As possible components, on which the calculation of
aggregate unit values can be based, three types of
"elements" were considered in this study:
(i) countries, for which all the product groups
under consideration have been aggregated;
(ii) product groups, for which all the countries have
been aggregated;
(iii) from each country each product group as an own
element.
Other kinds of elements are also possible (e.g. trade
blocks, or semi-aggregated product categories).
In order to precisely determine the contribution of any
element to the aggregate UV (@UV), let us first consider
how the @UV can be constructed using information of the
market share and unit value of its elements.11
(2.3.1)








where §UV/ts = aggregate unit value at time (t)
MS/ciaf-M
 = market share, based on quantity, of
(^'
 ( ' element A at time (t)
= unit value of element A at time (t)
B, ..., N = other elements of @UV
Aggregate unit value is, thus, the market share weighted
sum of the unit values of its elements. The calculation
for each of its elements, e.g. ^faiACt) ^Aff) '
factually already gives the absolute contribution of
element A at time (t) to the §UV.
Looking at the difference in aggregate UV from time (t-1)
to (t) - analogous to the methodology given in Aw &
Roberts (1986) - yields
(2.3.2)
d@UV = @UV(t) - §UV(t_1)
where
d = operator to sign the difference
Substituting (2.3.1) into (2.3.2) we get after
rearrangement of terms:
(2.3.3)
d@UV = (MSA(t) UVA(t) - MSA(t.1) UVA(t_1}) + ... + (MSN(t) UVN(t) - MSJJ^.-L) UV^t.-Lj)12












Substituting (2.3.4) and (2.3.5) into (2.3.3) yields
(2.3.6). For obtaining equation (2.3.6) the market share
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Therefore, the change in aggregate UV from (t-1) to (t)
is the sum of the change in the absolute contribution of
each of its elements to the @UV at the corresponding
time. The absolute contribution of each of the elements
to the @UV can simply be calculated by dividing the value
of the element by the total quantity of all the elements
(e.g. exports of Italy in category 9401.61-00 by total
exports into the target market in the product categories
under consideration).
Estimation of each element's effect on the magnitude of
change in the @UV from time (t-1) to (t) requires that
the results obtained above must still be modified. Since
we base our calculations on relative market shares, this
implies that when the market share of one element is
changing, the element is either being substituted for, or
is replacing another element. However, we have no way of
knowing what the unit value of the other element is.
Therefore in the calculation it must always be assumed to
equal the @UV at time (t) . Under this assumption all the
possible errors cancel out as one sums the data across
all elements.
Thus with (E,) as the effect of one element on the change
in aggregate unit value, we get:
(2.3.7) EA =
N N N N
^^^i -L —^i -I- "^^i -L i*







For the empirical parts of this study value and quantity
data were obtained from Eurostat, External Trade,
Analytical tables for the years 1980-1990 (see appendix
1). The customs value and quantity data are reported by
country of origin for six-digit (1980-1987) and eight-
digit (1988-1990) product categories (FRG and French
imports of NIMEXE 9401.00-00). The data were collected as
a part of a project on Scandinavian furniture exports.
Chairs were chosen for this analysis, because the .group
fulfills the basic requirements discussed in section 2.2.
The unit values are given on the cost - including freight
(CIF) import stage. The French and German trading
partners included in this study are listed in appendix 2.
Seats and chairs for specialized purposes (e.g. car
seats, medical chairs) were excluded to increase
homogeneity in the data material.
One difficulty when using the index methodology (as
described in Aw & Roberts 1986) is that the construction
of the Tornqvist price index between period (t) and (t-1)
requires an import price for each product from each
country for both years, even if imports in that category
occurred in only one of the years. When the import series
from a country is very volatile, prices must be
arbitarily imputed for the missing years.
Aw and Roberts (1986, p. 51), in examining the changing
quality composition of US footwear imports, solved this
problem partly by taking the viewpoint of the importing
country: they examined imports only from the major US
trading partners over the period 1974-82. They focussed
on the subset of only seven supplying countries, which
are dominant in the US import bundle. These seven
countries accounted for 87.1 % of the total value of US
non-rubber footwear imports in 198 2.15
The methodological difficulty led them also to drop from
the analysis 38 product categories, for which US imports
from these countries either did not exist or were very
small and irregular.
Of the 70 remaining categories, import prices for missing
years were imputed using the growth rate of the import
price for the five-digit product category from that
country. In total they imputed 8.9 percent of the prices.
According to their assessment, "all imputations were for
products which were not imported on a regular basis and
for goods which tended to have an extremly small share of
import value. Because the Torngvist index weighs the
growth in price with the value share, goods with small
shares have little impact on the final index."
We examined the effect of not imputing data for the
'missing' values, or actually not adding the non-existing
values according to Aw & Roberts (1986, p.51). As an
example we used French imports in chairs, including all
the 29 exporting countries, and six chair categories, at
8-digit Nimexe-classification level, for the years 1989-
90.
Out of 696 values, only 16 (2.3 %) had to be imputed. The
results in Table 1 show that not imputing for the non-
existing values made no difference in the index for 25
out of the 29 countries, and a total of -2.39 %
difference in the final Tornqvist partial price index
(when defined over countries). Actually only one country,
the USA, caused this difference (irregular exports but a
non-negligible share of the import value). The impact on
the overall Tornqvist price index was virtually zero (-
0.095 %), and on the partial price index, when defined
over products, was -1.27 %.16
Thus, for all practical purposes, in our data set the
arbitary imputation of values does not seem necessary;
therefore the effort was not made (except for this
particular data set, used for Tables 1, 7, and 9).
Table 1. Comparison of the effect of imputing or not
imputing data for non-existing values in the
procedure of calculating Tornqvist indexes. Data
on French imports of chairs in 1989 and 1990;
calculation of the components (countries) and the
total (TQPPI) of the partial price index. The
last column indicates the effect of each
component (in %) on the final difference in
TQPPI. Differences beyond the 6th decimal were
not considered.
Index value when data ... Effect
in % on

























4. Empirical Results and Discussion
4.1. Dynamics of aggregate unit values
The decomposition of the price change of chair imports
for the German and French market is reported in Table 2
and in Figure 1. Several observations appear obvious from
them. The aggregate UVs for imports into France have
steadily and quite rapidly risen throughout the study
period, whereas for imports into Germany they have
increased only slightly (see Table 2.a). The @UVs are
clearly higher on the French market than on the German
market, in 1990 already by some 50%. From these figures,
however, it is not possible to know whether the prices
for equivalent products really are different in these two
import markets, or whether the higher @UV is caused by a
different composition of the import bundle.
It seems that overall, from 1980 to 1990, there has been
a clear and continuous shift in the French chair import
market towards products from high-priced supplying
countries and/or more expensive product groups (Table 2b
and Table 2c). A trend towards supplying countries
charging higher export prices is obvious from Table 2e
and 2f since about 1983, with practically no changes
during the period 1980-1983. In the French import market
also a slight trend towards importing more expensive
product groups can be seen, but this is not as pronounced
as the substitution of low-priced by high-priced
supplying countries (see Table 2d and Table 2g) . Because
the trends were in similar directions both for the
country effect and the product effect, their joint impact
is overestimated by the calculations, and therefore have
to be corrected by the interaction term (Table 2h).18
In the German chair import market, on the other hand,
such changes by substitution have been minimal; if
anything, there has been a tendency towards importing
chairs from lower-priced supplying countries and/or
products. Substitution into lower-priced supplying
countries took place until about 1989-1990. There has
been a slight tendency also in the German market towards
more expensive product categories (in 1986-87
particularly). As the main trends were slightly opposite,
the interaction term is smaller than that for the French
market (Table 2h).19
Table 2. Sources of price change in the French and
German chair imports from trading partners listed
in appendix 2.
a. Aggregate UV change in chairs
1. Aggregate unit values in ECU/kg































*) reclassification of NIMEXE in 1988
2. Price index change (c.f. equation 2.1.1.a)














































b. Tomqvist price index change (c.f. eq. 2 .1. 2 . a)














































c. Total quality change (=a-b) (c.f. eq. 2.1.3)













































































e. Tornqvist partial price index change for countries



































































































g. Change in product effect (= a-d)





















































h. Interaction term (c.f. eq. 2.1.6)














































Due to the reclassification of NIMEXE statistics in 1988
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Fig l.a. Dynamics of the aggregate price index for chairs
in the French import market 1980-1990. See
equation 2.1.1.a (text). 'Time comparison':
1 = 1980-1981, 2 = 1981-1982, etc. (no data
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Fig l.b. Dynamics of the Tornqvist price index for chairs
in the French import market 1980-1990. See
equation 2.1.2.a (text). 'Time comparison':
1 = 1980-1981, 2 = 1981-1982, etc. (no data









Fig I.e. Change in the country mix term of the price
index for chairs in the French import market
1980-1990. See equation 2.1.5 (text). 'Time
comparison': 1 = 1980-1981, 2 = 1981-1982, etc.
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Fig l.d. Change in the product mix term of the price
index for chairs in the French import market
1980-1990. See equation 2.1.5 (text). 'Time
comparison': 1 - 1980-1981, 2 = 1981-1982, etc
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Fig I.e. Change in the interaction term of the price
index for chairs in the French import market
1980-1990. See equation 2.1.6 (text). 'Time
comparison': 1 = 1980-1981, 2 = 1981-1982, etc,
(no data available for 8, i.e. 1987-1988).27
4.2. Sources of unit value changes
The above analysis rises the question, which countries
and product groups are responsible for these changes? Are
there counteracting changes within the country and
product categories? These components are detailed in
Tables 3-6, where the contribution of each product group
and selected countries to the Tornqvist partial price
index are given. Complete tables including the results
for all analysed trading partners are given in Appendixes
3 and 4. Comparative results, based on the methodology
developed in this study, are shown in Tables 7-9.
4.2.1. Results based on bilateral index
Table 3 indicates that both on the German as well as on
the French market the country dominating the prevailing
price changes is Italy. In some years (e.g. 1984/85,
1986/87 in the German market; 1985/86 in the French
market) the impact of Italy was equalled or exceeded by
other trading partners such as Denmark, the Netherlands
and Romania. Interestingly the effect of Italy is
inconsistent on the German market, but on the French
market over the 10-year period its effect was almost
invariably to increase the price index considerably. On
the German market, imports from France throughout 1984-
1990 tended to decrease the price index (Table 3a). Chair
imports from the Netherlands increased the price index
constantly on the German market, but not so on the French
market.28
Table 3. a: Components of the change in the Tornqvist
partial price index for German imports of chairs,
when defined over countries for the years 1984 to











































Table 3b: Components of the change in the Tornqvist
partial price index for French imports of chairs,
when defined over countries for the years 1980 to




















































































Of the product groups analysed only the product group
9401.70 (or 9401.80-00), chairs of e.g. artificial
plastic material, decreased consistently on both markets
the price index. The price increases, on the other hand,
were generally due to chairs in groups 9401.25, 9401.31,
9401.35, 9401.39, 9401.41, and 9401.45 in both countries
up to 1987, and to the group 9401.61-00 for the years
1988-90. Till the year 1987 there is one distinctive
difference in the effect of product groups on the changes
of aggregate unit values between the German and the
French markets: 9401.49 (padded, stuffed or upholstered
seats and chairs with wooden frames) decreased the price
index more than any other group on the German market, but
on the French market it increased the price the most
(Tables 4-6) .
Table 4. Components of the change in the Tornqvist
partial price index for the FRG imports of
chairs, when defined over products (S^3P^) for
the years 1984-87 (see equation 2.1.4.a), and the
total effect from 1984 to 1987. The product






























































Table 5. Components of the change in the Tornqvist
partial price index for FRG imports of chairs,
when defined over products for the years 1988-
1989 (see equation 2.1.4.a). Sorted from highest
increasing to highest decreasing effect on the
index.

















Table 6a. Components of the change in the Tornqvist
partial price index for French imports of chairs,
when defined over products (S^5P^) for the years
1980-87 (see equation 2.4.1.a), and the total
effect from 1980 to 1987. The product categories
are ranked based on the %-share of the total
effect.








































































































































4.2.2. Results based on the new index
Tables 7 and 8 illustrate in detail the level of
precision possible to obtain about the impact of
supplying countries and product groups on the change in
the aggregate unit value using the methodology developed
in section 2.1.1.
For example, 73 % of the §UV change (total increase of
0.205 ECU/kg) in the French import market for chairs from
year 1989 to 1990, was due to one single source
('element'): chairs from Italy in commodity group
9401.61-00 (upholstered seats with wooden frames).
Similarly, 14% of the @UV increase was due to chairs from
Belgium/Luxembourg in commodity group 9401.61-00. Many
individual elements, however, had a decreasing effect.
Note that the effects of all the elements sum up to 100 %
(= 0.205 ECU/kg) (Table 7).
For the change in the previous year (1988 to 1989), Italy
(57%), Romania (36%), and Belgium/Luxembourg (21%)
together increased the aggregate unit value more than
what it actually rose, while the Netherlands (-23%) and
Germany (-19%) had the biggest decreasing impact on the
index (Table 8).33
Table 7: The contribution of each product group from all
the exporting countries on the change in the
aggregate unit value of chairs imported into
France in 1989-90. Nimexe groups 9401.50-00 to
9401.80-00 are considered. The impact of each
group is given as percentage (Imp.%.50 = impact
in % for 9401.50-00) of the change in aggregate
UV, which was +0.205 ECU/kg. The last column
gives the percent-share of the change due to each

























































































































































































































































































































Table 8. The contribution, in ECU/kg and in percent, of
all the exporting countries on the change in the
aggregate unit value (total 0.154 ECU/kg) of
chairs imported into France in 1988-89; all
product categories summed up.

























































































A comparison between the methodology provided in Aw &
Roberts (1986) (A&R), and the methodology presented in
this paper in section 2.1.1., of estimating the country-
impact on the dynamics of the aggregate unit values, is
made in Table 9. As the calculations in A&R are partly in
logarithmic scale (the numbers in Table 9 are based on
the value of S^5P^, eguation 2.4.1.a, where P^ is
expressed as logarithms of unit value), the figures in
Table 9 are not strictly comparable. It becomes evident,
however, that although the results seem similar, there
are significant differences: even the direction of impact
(i.e. increasing or decreasing effect on the aggregate
UV) is different in many cases.
These differences are solely due to the effect of
changing market share, which is ignored in the
methodology of A&R. In some cases it results in large
discrepancy between the two methods, as in the case of
Belgium. A price increase from 1989 to 1990, associated
with a relatively high average market share, yields a
large impact on the §UV change with the A&R methodology.
Because the market share of Belgium decreased, however,
from 1989 to 1990, the effect of the price increase was
almost compensated by that decrease, resulting only in a
small overall impact on the @UV change. Similarly for
Romania the impact figures are quite different: a small
price increase was associated with a large decrease in
market share, which in this case further emphasized the
increasing effect of Romania on the index change (UV much
below the @UV).
Even when Aw & Roberts (1986) did not use their
methodology for the interpretation of the individual
country effects, errors behind the calculations (A&R used
the summed-up individual country effects) such as
described above, cast doubts over the accuracy of their
end result as well. However, we believe that their end
result is likely to be closer to the real value than the37
large deviations in some individual components would
suggest (errors may compensate for each other).
On the other hand, in some hypothetical situations
country effect calculations based on the A&R methodology
may give quite wrong results. If we assume, for example,
no changes at all in individual UVs, but great shifts in
market shares, we obtain zero for the country impact by
the A&R methodology, but a more accurate value by our
method.
Table 9: Difference in the country-impact on the increase
of the aggregate unit value for imported chairs
in the French market 1989-90, based on
calculation after Aw & Roberts (1986), and the
methodology given in section 2.1.1 of this paper.
Impact% after Impact% after Difference in the

































































































A new way of utilizing the information produced by the
conventional bilateral index number technique (Aw &
Roberts, 1986) is presented in this paper, enabling to
estimate individual country and/or product group effects
on the unit value dynamics. The methodology used by Aw
and Roberts (1986) is accurate, however, only under the
hypothetical circumstance that market shares remain
constant (for commodities other than those whose unit
values precisely match the aggregate unit values in both
years under consideration). The effects of market share
and price changes are further complicated, because in
reality both the market share and the individual unit
values are changing.
The inaccuracy in the bilateral index technique stems
from ignoring the impact of changing market share on the
dynamics of the aggregate unit values. This, however, can
be as important a factor than an actual price change in
explaining unit value movements.
A more precise methodology was developed to measure the
contribution of various elements to § UVs, and
substitution effects between them. A case study analysing
imports of chairs into the German and French markets
illustrates this technique. The findings of our study
raise the question whether the results of Aw and Roberts
(1986), presenting general trends based on "country
effects" or "product effects", are not misleading. In our
paper, for example, only one chair group exported from
Italy to the French market, was practically responsible
for all the changes ('trends') in the aggregate UV. Most
other chair groups from Italy had quite different effects
on the @ UV. When in reality such generalized effects do
not exist, we conclude that it is incorrect to refer to a
"country effect" or a "product effect".3940
Footnote:
(1): The impact of differences in unit values, and the
associated methodological difficulties, is emphasized by
Maizels (1970) in his seminal study on growth and trade
(see page 170, and particularly pages 203-206).
"The reasons for these divergent results is, of course,
the very different movements in unit values of the
various commodities. There are two main reasons for these
differences. First, technological progress tends to be
faster in some industries than in others, with consequent
effects on relative unit costs, and on relative prices.
Second, relative prices may change for purely
competitive reasons; the obvious case is the sharp
relative devaluation of the Japanese currency in the
1930s ..." (Maizels, 1970, p. 170).
These arguments and criticism relate to explaining the
forces behind observed changes in UVs. What our paper is
aiming at, however, is to develop a method to identify
what changes have taken place, and what countries and
product groups had the main impact on them. After
determining the main sources, by applying the methodology
developed in our paper, it may be easier to explain the
changes in a second step with arguments such as those of
Maizels (1970, p. 170, 203-206) or Molle (1991, p. 80).
For example, in product group 9401.80-00 the decline in
price, observed in this study, may well be due to
technological advances. On the other hand, technological
advances can not serve as an explanation for the large
price increase in Nimexe group 9401.61-00.41
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Padded, stuffed or upholstered seats and
chairs, with backrest and variable height
adjustment, and fitted with casters
Seats and chairs with base metal frame, not
padded, stuffed or upholstered
Padded, stuffed or upholstered seats and
chairs with base metal frame, other than
with backrest and variable height
Seats and chairs with frame of straight
wood, not padded, stuffed or upholstered
Seats and chairs with frame of bent wood,
not padded, stuffed or upholstered
Padded, stuffed or upholstered seats and
chairs with wooden frame, other than with
backrest and variable height adjustment,
not for motor vehicles
Seats and chairs of cane, osier, bamboo or
similar materials
Seats and chairs other than of cane, osier,











Swivel seats with variable height
adjustments, upholstered, with
backrest and fitted with castors or
glides
Swivel seats with variable height
adjustment
Seats (other than garden seats or
camping equipment), convertible into
beds, (excl. those of 94.02)
Seats of cane, osier, bamboo or
similar material
Upholstered seats, with wooden frames
(other than those of heading N
94.02), (Excl. 9401-10 to 9401.40-00)
Seats with wooden frames, non
-upholstered (other than those of
heading N 94.02), (Excl. 9401.10-10
to 9401.40-00)
Upholstered seats, with metal frames,
(other than those of heading N 94.02)
(Excl. 9401.10-10 to 9401.40-00)
Seats with metal frames, non
-upholstered (other than those of
heading N 94.02), (Excl. 9404.10-10
to 9404.40-00)
Seats, other than those of heading N































































Appendix 3. Components of the change in the Tornqvist
partial price index for the FRG imports of chairs, when
defined over the countries for the years 1984-1990, (see




































































































































































Appendix 4: Components of the change in the Tornqvist
partial price index for French imports of chairs, when
defined over the countries for the years 1980-1990, (see
equation 2.1.4.a), and the total effect from 1980 to
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